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A dreamer man

The life of Britain is glittering. Although he did not have a
vast wealth of money and riches, he had enough of what
was needed to help others. With a good homemaker wife,
two educated sons, and three daughters, his family life was
like a well-arranged garden. He was also successful in
business. They were a family of six brothers and five
sisters. All of them were well-established socially and
financially. He always dreamed of doing something for
society, the country, and the underprivileged people. He
seemed to be enchanted by the love of his birthplace.

To the people of Osmaninagar upazila, the name that
remains tied with love. Leaving behind the comfort and
luxury of expatriate life, he started living in Bangladesh
with his wife to devote the rest of his life to politics and
various social welfare activities. After completing their
education, his children became established. As he
succeeded in business, he also succeeded as a father in
raising his childrens. A great dream of Alhaj Cherag Ali’s
life was to do something for society like his father, and
could anyone stop such a dreamer?

Then in 1944, his father, the renowned social worker Haji
Syed Ali, established the first girls’ school in their own
village Umarpur. His wife, Mrs. Shaifunnesa, used to
teach at that school. She devoted herself wholeheartedly to
enlightening the girls of her village and the surrounding
villages with the light of education. The benevolent Mrs.
Syed Ali used to say, just as my children will study, work
for the country, and build their future, the children of this
village must also study. She used to say, if girls become



educated, they will understand the value of education for
their children.

During the Pakistan government era, the girls’ school was
shut down and then it was merged into a combined school.
After the country gained independence, initiatives were
taken to reopen the old school, and it was restarted as
Umarpur Primary School.

Arrival in the UK:

In 1961, thirteen-year-old Cherag Ali moved permanently
to the UK with his father. At that time, his mother was still
living in Bangladesh. Life in a new country without his
mother was not easy for the young boy. When his father
enrolled him in school, a new chapter of education began
in the UK. Although he missed his loving mother dearly,
he accepted the realities of life. Thus began his new life in
the UK with his father. He became attentive to his studies.
Along with studying, he used to do part-time work in his
leisure time to manage his pocket money. His father
encouraged him in this to help him understand life’s
realities. In this way, the beloved son of his parents built a
deep connection with the realities of life. Gradually, he
stepped from adolescence into youth.

Contribution of Alhaj Cherag Ali and his family in the
Liberation War:

After the end of British rule, when Bangladesh (then East
Pakistan) became part of Pakistan through partition, the
oppression increased even more. On one side, the ruling
group of West Pakistan acted with extreme discrimination
against East Pakistan, and ordinary people began to rise in



protest. In 1971, the West Pakistani forces unleashed
brutal attacks on the innocent and unarmed citizens of East
Pakistan. Blood flowed everywhere like a river.The people
of the country built resistance. The expatriates in the
United Kingdom also rose in protest for the people of their
country. Young Cherag Ali took part in protests
everywhere—from Trafalgar Square to Hyde Park Corner.
He regularly participated in protest programs in various
cities outside London. He donated a portion of his
hard-earned income to the Liberation War support fund.
Two British expatriates, Ajeeb Uddin and Tota Miah, who
were close relatives, left London to support the war in
Bangladesh. Of the two, Ajeeb Uddin was a cousin of
Alhaj Cherag Ali’s father Haji Syed Ali, and Tota Miah
was a maternal cousin.

Two more close relatives always accompanied them. One
day, the four of them were captured by the Pakistani forces
while helping the freedom fighters. The families never saw
those four living men again. They disappeared forever.

Business and marriage:

In 1972, the young Cherag Ali started his business. With
immense self-confidence, success began to come quickly
to him in business. In the same year, at the wish of his
family, he went to Bangladesh and began a new chapter in
his life. By marrying Halima Begum, this new journey of
life seemed to hold the promise of new success for his
family, friends, relatives, and well-wishers. The result was
that an ordinary Cherag Ali became the selfless social

worker and one of the country’s best union chairmen,
Alhaj Cherag Ali. His father, Haji Syed Ali, had devoted



his life to serving and helping people. The people of the
surrounding villages considered Haji Sahib their place of
trust for their needs. In 1996, Haji Syed Ali passed away.
As the eldest son, Alhaj Cherag Ali decided to leave
Britain and settle permanently in Bangladesh. His younger
brother, Alhaj Dr. Muhammad Siraj Ali, a popular
community personality, businessman, social worker, and
education enthusiast in Britain, encouraged him to do so.
As an intelligent social worker and successful
businessman, Alhaj Dr. Muhammad Siraj Ali was highly
respected by the Bangladeshi community in Britain. He
inspired his elder brother Alhaj Cherag Ali to stay in the
country and be by the side of the local people. Cherag Ali
and his wife settled permanently in Bangladesh and began
his innate social work anew with enthusiasm. He became a
close companion to the people in their happiness and
sorrows. In the 2001 Union Parishad election, people from
all walks of life demanded that Alhaj Cherag Ali should be
their elected representative. The people of the union
elected their beloved Alhaj Cherag Ali, the eldest son of
the late Haji Syed Ali, as the chairman of Umarpur Union
Parishad by a huge vote. But is it so easy to encourage a
good person to do good work? The people of the union had
to take quite a challenge to elect Cherag Ali as chairman.

Successful activities as chairman Cherag Ali:

As an elected representative, Chairman Alhaj Cherag Ali
initiated extensive development plans for the union. The
work he did for the development of roads, mosques,
madrasas, bridges, culverts, markets, and other important
places in the union became a shining example in the
history of Umarpur Union. With the sincere cooperation of



former Member of Parliament M. Ilyas Ali, and by
purchasing the land for the new union complex with his
own money, Alhaj Cherag Ali opened a new chapter for
the union. Replacing the old small building with a new
spacious one marked a new dawn for the people of the
union. He successfully completed the 11 (eleven)
kilometer road construction from Kathalkhair-Mandaruka
through to Mongolchandi of Tajpur. Because of the tireless
efforts of the selfless chairman Alhaj Cherag Ali, the
construction of the 11-kilometer road was successfully
completed. Through his sincere initiative, new connections
were established between Naya Khadimpur village and
Umarpur, Mirpur of Bishwanath, the nearby areas,
Jagannathpur, and Osmaninagar. Because of the bridge,
new schools and markets were established in that area, and
now the place is known as a developed region.

During the tenure of chairman Alhaj Cherag Ali, citizen
services in Umarpur Union were as improved as the
infrastructural development achieved through his
leadership.

He has long served with honor as the president of the
management committee of the renowned Qawmi madrasa
of greater Sylhet region, Jamia Anwarul Uloom Umarpur
Bazar Title Madrasa. One of the greatest identities of Alhaj
Cherag Ali’s family is that they belong to the respected
Munshi family of Umarpur Union. Their contribution to
the promotion of religious education is evident. The
members of his family have been working tirelessly for the
spread of religious education for centuries. His father, Haji
Syed Ali, had played a significant role in spreading
religious education since the British era, and his sons



Cherag Ali and Alhaj Dr. Muhammad Siraj Ali continue
that legacy to this day. Their paternal cousin was the

eminent Islamic scholar Allama Hossain Ahmed Umarpuri
(Rah.).

He served twice as the president of Khuzgipur Maan Ullah
Multipurpose High School and Nowarai Haji Soyed ali
primary school. Currently, he serves as an honorary
member of Nowarai Haji Soyed ali primary school.

He has been serving with honor for twenty years as the
president of the Panchgram Eidgah Committee.

We wish good health and long life to the enlightened social
worker Alhaj Cherag Ali.
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